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Toronto Tabla Ensemble is a not-for-profit organization 

committed to fostering interest in the Indian drum called 

tabla and the classical north Indian rhythmic system 

with the aim of developing and expanding this musical 

form. We do this by offering classes and performing for a 

widespread audience.

WHO ARE WE  ?
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Another long time dream of mine to start the Indian Diaspora Festival was fulfilled in August in Toronto. 
This festival showcases established artists who have studied outside of the Indian subcontinent, and 
thereby honours all the teachers who have come from South Asia to establish learning institutions in the 
west. The launch of this festival was a huge success, featuring tabla and kathak performances. For 2015 
we are planning to expand this into a 3 day festival at the Harbourfront Centre in Toronto.

In 2015 we are looking forward to a second collaboration with the Japanese Taiko ensemble, Nagata 
Shachu, at the Harbourfront Centre in April. Both Kiyoshi Nagata and myself have had a great history of 
working together, and we will also plan to compose some pieces for the new album to launch in 2016, 
which marks the 25th year of the Toronto Tabla Ensemble.

Perhaps the biggest accomplishment this year has been the opening of our Centre for Indian Arts on 
Gerrard Street in Little India. Within 3 weeks we were able to reach our fundraising goal of $20,000 and 
build the centre to feature a beautiful lobby and tabla classroom as well as a room for dance and small 
performances. January 24th marked the official inauguration of the centre with Mr. Akhilesh Mishra, the 
Consul General of India, there to cut the ribbon. We are planning to turn this centre into the hub for Indian 
music and dance in Toronto.

I would like to thank all of our supporters for their generous contributions again this year, as well as our 
dedicated board members, students, parents and volunteers for their continued efforts to help grow this 
organization. Also, I am extremely touched by the tremendous welcome and support we have received 
from the Gerrard India Bazaar and East end communities.

Looking forward to another amazing year!

Ritesh Das
Artistic Director

The past year was a season of very gratifying artistic 
success for the Toronto Tabla Ensemble that points 
to both the current vigour and some exciting new 
creative developments on the horizon.

From opening the two new teaching locations in 
Scarborough and Mississauga our student base 
has increased 50% with most of the students being 
between 5 and 15 years of age. In November we 
had the opportunity to showcase students from all 
locations at our annual student recital where kids 
as young as 3 years old performed for the first time. 
The youth ensemble is now rehearsing in full swing 
and will be ready to debut in early 2015.

April marked a return to the stage for the Toronto 
Tabla Ensemble with the start of our new series of 
intimate concerts. This sold out show in Toronto was 
followed by another in Scarborough and a third back 
in Toronto in October.

MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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• Founded in 1991 by Ritesh Das, with more than  800 students taught

• Over  20 self presented concerts throughout Canada, including 13 home 

season performances at Harbourfront Centre, Toronto

• Participated in more than  8 major festival tours  in British Columbia, Ontario, 

Quebec, and Nova Scotia

• Featured collaboration with Jeff Martin of the Tea Party at the  World Leaders 
Tribute concert  for Peter Gabriel

• Composed and recorded  CBC Metro Music theme  music launched September 

2002 in collaboration with Donald Quan

• International Tour with Jeff Martin throughout Ireland, Norway and Australia

PERFORMANCE AND COLLABORATION

• Kaeja d’Dance 

• Kiyoshi Nagata Taiko Ensemble

• Rita di Ghent

• Esmeralda Enrique Spanish Dance Company

• Hari Krishnan

• The Tea Party

• Chhandam Dance Company

QUICK FACTS

Tabla is the most prolific drum in South Asia owing to Its versatility as a 

solo and  accompanying instrument in all forms of music and dance. 

The smaller wooden drum is called tabla and the larger bass drum of 

copper or clay, bayan. The stretched skin and layered black gaab give 

the drums there unique tonal variation.

Everything that is played on the drum is represented by a spoken syllable 

known as bol. The tabla has a special place in North Indian (Hindustani) 

classical music, which is mostly improvised. However, there are a large 

number of fixed compositions that have been passed from teacher to 

student for centuries. 

WHAT IS TABLA ?
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IN 2014...

• Raised over $20,000 in fundraising

• Student base increased by 50% of which 40% are 

children under 12

• TTE operating budget increased by 40%

• 3 new tabla teachers in training under Ritesh Das

• Over $10,000 in earnings for music licensing for 

documentaries and movies

• Additional 8 students in training for the Youth and 

Main Ensemble

• Regular volunteer base increased 30%

5 ALBUMS

• Alankar, 2008

• Weaving, 2001

• Firedance, 1999 - nominated for a JUNO award for best Global Album

• Second Palla, 1998

• Toronto Tabla Ensemble, 1996

3 MUSIC VIDEOS

• ‘Funky 10’ - nominated MuchMusic Video 1997 Global Groove Award

• ‘Asahi’ – nominated for two 1998 Gemini awards

• ‘Firedance’ – winner of the 2001 Yorkton Short Film Festival
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Six new songs composed by 
Ritesh Das were recorded for the 
new album to be released in 2016.

This pre-professional group trained by Ritesh Das 
made their debut in April in Scarborough. These 

young talents will continue to perform in 2015.

We started the year off with 
a bang with a sold out show 

in Toronto, launching a brand 
new repertoire and Ensemble.

2014 was a busy year and we wanted to share 
with you a few of the highlights. We would like 
to thank you all for your tremendous support 
this year, and wish you and your family all the 
best for 2015! 

TTE CONCERT

NEW RECORDINGS

TORONTO TABLA 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE

2014  HIGHLIGHTS 
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Toronto Tabla Ensemble per-
formed at the MTCC as part 
of Streets of Toronto Festival, 
where thousands of people 
came together to sample 
some of Toronto's finest music 

and cuisine.

Toronto Tabla Ensemble performed at 
the MTCC as part of Streets of Toronto 
Festival, where thousands of people 
came together to sample some of 

Toronto's finest music and cuisine.

The first theory and practical 
tabla exams were held in Mis-
sissauga in June. All students 
were successful in passing to 

the next level.

INDIAN DIASPORA FESTIVAL

STREETS OF TORONTO 

FESTIVAL

TABLA EXAMS
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A new class location was 
opened this summer on the 
Scarborough and Pickering 
border. We're happy to see 
new and returning students!

In September surrounded by 
the beautiful setting of the 
Kawartha lakes, students 

and parents had a chance to 
come together for a delicious 

picnic, outdoor sports and 
great conversation.

Following the success of the shows in April, the Toronto 
Tabla Ensemble launched a new series of intimate con-
certs, opening up with Assamese vocalist: Mitali Baruah 
Sarma.

This concert series will continue in the spring of 2015 
and has been made possible with support of the Toron-
to Arts Council.

NEW CLASS LOCATION

TTE INTIMATE CONCERT SERIES

TTE SOCIAL
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Launching the first baithak series 
we had the pleasure of presenting 

Shawn Mativetsky from Montreal with 
Parmela Attariwala on violin.

Students from Toronto, Scarborough and 
Mississauga, came together to showcase what 

they have learned. Over 30 students took to 
the stage with the youngest being only 3 years 

of age!

STUDENT RECITAL

BAITHAK INTIMATE 

CONCERT SERIES
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As of December 2014 we have our very 
own studio on Gerrard St. in the heart 
of Little India, Toronto. This space will 
enable our organization to run a daily 
schedule of tabla classes as well as 
after school programs, dance and mu-
sic classes, workshops, rehearsals, and 
performances by guest artists.

This has been a long time dream of the 
artistic director Ritesh Das, and we are 
all very excited to be part of this vision to 
make Indian music and dance available 
to everyone.

This centre will become the hub of Indian arts, 
where we will offer daily classes, workshops 
and present artists from all over the world in 
an intimate concert setting.

OUR NEW HOME

THE CENTRE FOR INDIAN ARTS
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2015

WINTER

January 4: Start of New Winter Semester on Gerrard Street

January 10: Start of New Winter Semester in Mississauga

January 11: Start of New Winter Semester in Scarborough

January 24: Saraswati Puja and Grand Opening of TTE Centre on Gerrard St.

February 28: CONCERT - Toronto Tabla Ensemble in Concert at Fairview Public Library

March 21: CONCERT - Toronto Tabla Ensemble in Concert at Yorkwoods Public Library

April 11: CONCERT - collaboration Show with Nagata Shachu (Japanese Taiko) at 

Harbourfront Centre in Toronto

SUMMER

May 16: CONCERT - Toronto Tabla Ensemble in Concert at Palmerston Public Library

Mid June: Annual Tabla Examinations for all levels.

July/Auguet: Tabla Summer Camp/Retreat

FALL

Mid September: 3 day Indian Diaspora Festival at Harbourfront Centre, Toronto

December: Annual Student Recital
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